Distance Learning Plan for Students and Families
Educational Services - Student Programs
Merced County Office of Education (MCOE) leaders have been working closely in
monitoring the impact the COVID-19 health crisis has on our students and school
community. The safety of students and staff continues to be a top priority during this
unprecedented pandemic. As such, careful consideration has been given to how to best
proceed for the beginning of the school year.
Based on the recommendation from Governor Newsom and State Superintendent Tony
Thurmond, and in collaboration with the 20 school districts and the Merced County
Department of Public Health, we will be moving to a distance learning format for the
beginning of the 2020-2021 school year. In Merced County, there is no definitive date
for when school sites will reopen.
Should the following criteria be met, school sites may reopen:
Criteria 1: The California State Shelter in Place order has been lifted
Criteria 2: The number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Merced County has
remained constant for a two-week period or declined
Criteria 3: The directive to Social Distance has been removed
Criteria 4: The limit placed on social gatherings has been removed
School Districts in Merced County will continue daily surveillance of these criteria for the
benefit of students and families.
It is crucial during this health crisis that families follow the guidance of public health
officials to practice social distancing and only go out when necessary. Children should
not congregate during the stay-at-home order as it puts the child, their families and the
community at risk. Below are web addresses to the various agencies providing
guidance.
● Merced County Department of Public Health:
https://www.co.merced.ca.us/3350/Coronavirus-Disease-2019

● State of CA: http://www.covid19.ca.gov/
● CA Dept. of Public Health: https://cdph.ca.gov/covid19
This plan outlines how schools under the direction of the MCOE Student Programs will
provide distance learning opportunities to students during this period of extended
closure. It is not intended to address every potential instructional need. The distance
learning opportunities may include virtual lessons, resources for self-directed study, or
work assignments for skills development.

DISTANCE LEARNING

The following services will be provided as part of the distance learning opportunities:
Virtual Classroom
● In order to provide students with meaningful learning experiences, teachers may
ask students to participate in a virtual classroom. WebEx, Google Meet, or other
virtual conferencing tools will be used to provide virtual classrooms.
● In a virtual classroom, during instructional time, actions may include:
○ Viewing a student’s webcam
○ Hearing the student through their microphone
○ Reviewing the student’s questions and answers
○ Engaging students in peer discussion
○ Asking students to share work
● The benefits of these meetings for teachers include:
○ Creates teaching presence
○ Helps build a rapport with students
○ Allows a way to address different learning styles
○ Engages students
○ Encourages and motivates students to participate in group work
○ Creates opportunities for students to present to one another
○ Increase student satisfaction with the course and the instructor
○ Helps eliminate student isolation
● These meetings may be recorded to ensure students who miss the synchronous
meeting can review the lesson(s) on their own. The recordings will be protected
and only shared with students, parent(s)/guardian(s) of students, and/or district
personnel with a legitimate educational interest.
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● NOTE: Students/families WILL NOT record nor disseminate the classroom
session nor audio/visual communications with teachers without the consent of
teachers and students (EC § 51512).
● Recommendations for Home
○ Prepare a quiet, neutral area for students to engage in virtual classroom
(i.e. dining room table)
○ Ensure student is dressed appropriately during virtual classroom
○ Ensure student understands all their behavior may be recorded, they can
be removed from the virtual room, and will face consequences
Teacher Virtual Instructional Support Hours
● In an effort to provide students and teachers with a framework for the delivery of
live/online instructional support, teachers will have scheduled virtual instructional
support hours.
● These hours are reserved for teachers to be available for lessons, working in
small groups, guidance about pre-recorded videos, and assignments support.
● Two 90-minute sessions will be scheduled per week.
● Teachers will communicate the dates and times with students.
Instructional Resources
● Teachers will utilize a variety of instructional materials aligned to California
standards, including school textbooks, online Fuel Education curriculum,
educational online resources, English 3D, supplemental materials, and teacher’s
own recorded videos or screencasts.
Email Communications
● Students must use their school provided “Gmail’ accounts (not personal email
accounts) to communicate with teachers, counselors, and staff.
● Students must check their school provided “Gmail” accounts every day.
Academic and Enrichment Learning Time
● Due to the pandemic disrupting normal family life and recognizing that family
circumstances may be different for students and their families, the following are
maximum time limits students will be expected to engage with distance learning
lessons each week. These maximum times include screen time, homework,
reading, and other activities per grade level:
○ Grades 9-12: No more than 3 hours per week per course assigned
○ Juvenile Hall Court School: No more than 4 hours daily
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Hard Copy Assignments
● We recognize that not all students and families have access to devices or
high-speed internet and we may not be able to meet the needs of all students
through online instruction.
● The California Department of Education guidelines state Distance Learning may
also include the use of print materials incorporating assignments that are the
subject of written or oral feedback.
● The paper option will be a comparable and equitable educational alternative.
Submission of Completed Work
● Students may submit digital copies of completed work to teachers through
Google Classroom or email.
● More information about how students may submit completed work through hard
copies will be provided at a later time. Please continue to check student’s school
emails and Google Classrooms for updates.
Technology Devices Available for Students
● Distribution of MacBooks, Chromebooks, or iPads for students in need of an
technology device and MiFi hotspots for accessing the Internet will begin on April
20th and will continue throughout our school closure.
● Technology devices and Mifi hotspots issued to students must be returned at the
end of the Distance Learning period, no later than June 2, 2020.
● All students will continue to be held to the “Acceptable Use Agreement for
Students” policy. A copy of this agreement is located in the Appendices for your
reference.
● Students and Parents will be financially responsible for any loss and/or damage
that may occur while any equipment is checked out to students. Any equipment
not returned in good working order will result in the withholding of grades,
diplomas, and official transcripts (EC § 48904).
● A copy of the MCOE School Equipment Check-out Form is located in the
Appendices for your reference.
● Parents have the option of purchasing technology device insurance from a
third-party vendor.
○ MacBooks - $30 per device
○ iPads - $30 per device
○ Chromebooks - $20 per device
○ For more information, please visit:
https://gpo.worthavegroup.com/gpo/merced
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Special Education
● Our collective responsibility to provide equitable and appropriate education for
our students with special needs remain in effect.
● Special education teachers will work collaboratively with core content teachers to
accommodate and/or adapt lessons to meet the needs of students’ IEP.
● Special education teachers will provide continuity of learning through a variety of
distance learning resources as appropriate so that special education students
have access to learning opportunities as other students.
● Related Service Providers (Speech Therapist, Modified PE, etc.), will prepare
distance learning activities that can be completed at home as appropriate.
● Digital options to meet and collaborate on a student’s Individualized Education
Program (IEP) shall be implemented during the closure due to COVID-19.
SUPPORT SERVICES
School Psychologist
● The school psychologist will continue to work full-time to support students with
counseling services and support.
● Students and families may contact the School Psychologist directly via email:
○ Mrs. Swiggart tswiggart@mcoe.org
Instructional Assistant Support and Tutoring
● Instructional Assistants and CALSOAP tutors will have virtual support hours to
provide instructional support and assistance to students. To access their support,
please contact them at the contact list in the appendix.
Counseling Support
● Counselors continue to work full time to support students and families during this
school closure. Please do not hesitate to reach out to them if you have questions
or concerns.
● If you need immediate assistance please use the info below:
○ National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-8255
○ The Crisis Text Line: accessed by texting HOME to 741741
● Counselors will have virtual support hours available to schedule video or phone
conferences with students and families for counseling needs. To access their
support, please contact them at the contact list in the appendix.
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Meal Service
● Meals will be provided.
GRADING & GRADUATION
Grading Period
● Valley Community Schools
Quarter 1: August 12-October 9
Quarter 2: October 10-December 17
Recommendations for Parents
● As children are now at home during the regular school day, we encourage
parents and guardians to:
○ Create a space in your home dedicated to school work and learning.
○ Use a schedule similar to a school schedule that includes time for
learning, recess or break, meals and physical activity.
○ Be active and help your child with educational activities sent home or
online.
● It is crucial during this health crisis that families follow the guidance of public
health officials to stay at home, increase the practice of social distancing and
only go out for essential reasons. Children should not congregate during the
stay-at-home order as it puts the child, their families and the community at risk.

\
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Valley Community Schools (VCS)

Frequently Asked Questions
1. Will VCS return to full day school in August?
● VCS Daily will not return to a full day program until approved by the
Merced County Health Department. Students will continue on Distance
Learning; meeting all requirements mandated by Senate Bill 98.
● A school staff member will contact students to review their class schedule
and explain how to access virtual class sessions.
1.

How will VCS Independent Study operate?
● VCS Independent Study will continue to hold virtual meetings until the
Merced County Health Department approves in-person learning.
● Teachers will contact students to schedule weekly virtual meetings.

1.

Why is VCS Daily not returning to a full day?
● The Governor ordered mandatory Distance Learning for all schools in
counties on the California Coronavirus watchlist.
● Merced County will have to be off the watchlist for 14 days prior to
allowing in-person learning.
● Once off the watchlist MCOE will work with the Merced County Health
Department to develop an in person learning environment that is safe for
all individuals.

1.

How will registration operate?
● Students will make an appointment for registration.
● All individuals attending the appointment are required to wear a mask and
follow all social distancing guidelines.

1.

Is the school open to the public?
● Schools are currently closed to the public.
● Please make an appointment to pick-up or drop off materials.

1.

Will my student be provided with a computer and or internet?
● Students will be provided with a device and mobile internet if needed.
● Both parent and student must sign the Acceptable Use Agreement and an
MCOE Equipment Check-Out Form.
● Parents can also purchase insurance for the device.

1.

Who is the final decision-maker when it comes to the Covid 19 situation?
● These decisions are shared across the County by all school districts that
serve students with the guidance of the Merced County Department of
Public Health and the Merced County Office of Education.
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Appendices
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STAFF COMMUNICATION LISTS
Principal
Mr. Derrek Dean

ddean@mcoe.org

209-325-8337

Independent Study Teaching Staff
Mr. Brad Eagleton

beagleton@mcoe.org

209-733-0154

Ms. Shadelle Hernandez shernandez@mcoe.org

209-382-8202

Ms. Patricia Pulido

ppulido@mcoe.org

209-326-1876

ksilva@mcoe.org

408-508-4675

cvilchis@mcoe.org

209-417-5126

rpierce@mcoe.org

209-733-0781

Office Staff
Mrs. Kathy Silva
Instructional Assistant
Ms. Crystal Vilchis
School Counselor
Mr. Robert Pierce
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