RTI: Itinerant Deaf and Hard of Hearing

 Instructional Strategies
Level I

How to Assist Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DHOH)
Children in the Mainstream Environment
Seating requirements
1. Student should be seated in the front of the class with their better ear towards the teacher.

The parent, Itinerant Deaf and Hard of Hearing teacher or nurse can tell you which is the better ear.

2. Allow the student to fulfill his visual needs.
Position the student in order to follow class routine and see/hear the speaker.       

3. Make sure the student is seated away from noise.
Move the student away from fans, air conditioning units, windows, open doorways or other extraneous noises (including noisy students).
Teaching Strategies
1. Stay within six to ten feet of the student while talking.

 Moving around the room creates a disadvantage for speech reading.

2. Use teaching aids which allow the student to see your mouth at all times.

An overhead projector, Smart Board or Power Point will allow you to keep your face toward the class.
3.  Discontinue speaking when your back faces the student.

DHOH students need face to face communication, especially when no FM system is being used.
4. If the student does not understand, rephrase the sentence.
Some words are more difficult than others to speech read. Sometimes the same message repeated in a different way facilitates comprehension. 

5. Use spelling words and other important vocabulary in a sentence, rather than in isolation.

 This assures the student as to the meaning and avoids confusion.

6. Keep important information written on the whiteboard.
Reserve a space on the board for such items as, announcements, homework assignments, page numbers, core vocabulary.  Repeat crucial P.A. announcements as they are often difficult to understand.

7. Provide a note taker or copies of the teacher’s notes or Power Point slides.
 
Do not expect the student to look at you and the written materials at same time.

 8. Assign a "Buddy" to the DHOH student.
A “Buddy” may take notes and/or point to the correct page or passage to clarify class information. 

 9. Prepare the student prior to lessons.
Pre- teaching new vocabulary and concepts a week in advance is one of the best strategies. Utilize the parents, tutors and itinerant teacher for this important task.

10. Allow time to process.
 
Use strategies such as pausing between sequencing steps, topic changes and transitions.
Amplification
· Older students should be held responsible for their hearing aids.  
· Students should keep extra batteries at school.

· Students using FM systems should be responsible to give the microphones to their teachers. 

· Older students should be responsible in charging FM systems nightly.
Classroom Accommodations
· Use close-captioned movies and TV programs when possible.
· Make sure there is enough light for media presentations, so the students can speech read the discussion and commentary.
· Reduce overall noise level in the classroom by utilizing tennis balls or rubber tips on chair legs.
· Check comprehension by having students restate given information.
Other Considerations
· Remember the DHOH students fatigue more than others.
Straining to listen and understand takes its toll on DHOH students.
· Treat the DHOH student the same in terms of expectations.
DHOH students should be held responsible for getting notes, turning in homework and fulfilling basic student responsibilities. Hold them accountable according to their abilities. 
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